
 

PTO Meeting 
May 25, 2016 
Calvin Coolidge Elementary School 

Introductions  Rachel Reeve Amy Clouter, Leslie Burnap, Kelly Finneran, Blake Jarvi, Amy 
Kwok, Sam Gardner, Jyotsna Sinha, Amanda Tanaka, Christine Maloney, Katie Evans 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes Sam Approved and Kelly seconded  

Treasurer’s Report 
 Allocation Requests 

 Spirit Gear: Board approved purchase of $100 of gear to help meet minimum purchase. These t-
shirts will be sold for $13 at future events (such as Visiting Day) to recover the expense. 
 Will PTO reimburse for the additional expense of purchasing the tshirts to make the 

minimum.  The total is $154.  $100 was already approved and $54 additional is needed. 
 Sam motioned to approve and Blake seconded. 

 Coolidge Association Of Parents And Educators (EIN: 22-3072106) has been issued a $29.18 
donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between 
January 1 and March 31, 2016. The donation was deposited to your organization's bank account on 
or before May 15, 2016. 

 We received $140.29 from Target rewards.  They are discontinuing the program and sent us a $300 
bonus check.   

 Over April vacation students from Mrs. Lane’s class had a bake sale and earned $50 that they 
donated to Coolidge.   

 School store brought in $897.43 for the year. 
 McGowen Grant money – the money has been allocated, it just has to be distributed.  It was decided 

to allocate this money to the kindergarten for the garden. 
 Amy will get an accounting on what the Kindergarten has spent 
 This is above and beyond the garden allocation because it became bigger than they expected. 

 Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
 Sam approved and Amanda seconded 

 2016–2017 Budget discussion 
 The money after the last two years has been consistent, so the same money can be allocated for 

next year. 
 Will see about recycling the blue folders. 
 We have the budget to increase the more expensive author. 
 Need to raise money for a future new play structure. Should be allocating some money from 

fundraising toward a playground budget. 
 We need a line item for the playground. End of year roll over into the playground fund. 

 Motion to approve Sam and Jyotsna seconded 
 $100 allocated for a fun walk/run for the Spirit of Shrewsbury Coolidge event.  This will take 

place in September at Jordan Pond. 

Principal’s Report 
 Communication piece/feedback.  Mrs. Clouter sent a survey to find out how the Go books have 

worked.  She received a bunch of responses but have not gone through them all.  Some people love 
them and others are not as excited about them. 

 Initiative with reading came out of having kids who were disproportionally below reading 
benchmarks.  They realized there was less independent reading practice, which helped form the 
reading sheets and medal ceremony. For the past 4 years nearly 99% of kids have received the 
reading metal and there is no longer a reading issue. 



 

 Want to implement an incentive for math.  64% of 2nd graders have mastered the facts to focus on 
multiplication for the 3rd grade.  

 Thinking about having gold and silver medals.  The medals will indicate how they did in 
reading and math.  

 There are math fact sheets for grades K, 1 and 2.  They need to be utilized more. 
 There is a homework problem because there are some families who struggle to follow through and 

some families who do their child’s homework for them.  
 Recommend X number of minutes for reading, 10 minutes for fact fluency, vocabulary and writing 

practice. 
 There are several changes to staff among all grade levels. Kindergarten is the only grade that is 

remaining consistent. 
 We need to determine how are we measuring growth and how are we communicating this to parents. 

Teacher’s Report 
 Leslie has a request for funds for enrichment for Mass Audobon presentation.  This had already been 

allocated. 
 Thank you cards from students were shown to the PTO for the Helen Keller and Artemas Ward 

presentations. 
 Teachers thanked the PTO for the luncheon 
 The 4th grade completion ceremony is going well to this point.  

 The 4th grade may need money in advance for the t shirts for the completion ceremony. Set up 
will happen Friday afternoon, so the gym will be ready for Monday. 

 Mrs. Finneran received communication from the Museum of Science about booking a field trip for 
next year. 

President’s Report 
 PTO Presidents Meeting with Dr. Sawyer 

 Message regarding bus registration, which was distributed on Mother’s Day, was not intended to 
be sent via text message. Distribution channels being adjusted. Historically, Sundays have 
highest rate of registration. 275 people registered after the notification in this case.  

 Community Forums 
 Most Likely to Succeed presentations 

 Good engagement for planning the direction for next five-year strategic plan 
 Currently have Independent Learning Endeavor option at the high school. Students serve 

as front line tech support for iPad and complete a hands-on, in-depth project.  
 Opioid Crisis panel 

 Ambassadors will be available to speak at PTO meetings next year 
 Regarding the ballot question to legalize marijuana, Hannah Kane would like us to be 

aware that the bill was written by the marijuana industry 
 Shrewsbury rated highly in Stanford University study as reported in the NY Times 

 http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/04/29/upshot/money-race-and-success-how-your-
school-district-compares.html?_r=0 

 The School Committee reviewed a draft policy on fundraising at their last meeting, and they are 
expected to vote on the policy at their May 25 meeting.  The draft can be found here 
 http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/sc/documents/FundraisingPolicyDraftforSC05-04-16.pdf 

 Town Meeting representatives will be voting on a variety of articles, including the Town budget, 
which includes the School Department budget (Monday, May 16 at 7:00pm at Oak Middle 
School).  The budget information sent to Town Meeting members for their consideration, can be 
found here 
 http://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/sc/documents/FINALbudget.Doc.SC.Recom.May.2016.pdf 



 

 School reduced budget by 2 mil, including the loss of 3 positions net (cut via attrition when 
feasible). Protected class size and existing program. 

 Town able to allocate more revenue to help close the gap, reflecting that health insurance 
costs are less than expected, state aid number helpful 

Enrichment Committee Report 

 
 Don’t have any info about the Rosalita’s puppets 
 Broadmeadow Brook for the 1st grade will take place June 8th 
 Gordon Kormen is scheduled to come to the area next year.  Coolidge worked with the principal 

from Paton School.  Additionally, the Grafton schools are involved so the school can all split the 
cost, as Gordon Kormen is expensive. The plan is for him to go to 6 schools in 3 days, among 
Shrewsbury and Grafton. 

Committee Reports 
 Boy’s Night at Bravehearts, Amanda Tanaka: Worcester Bravehearts: We are all set for the 

17th.Fireworks, $5/ person in boxed seats (children under 2 are free), so that we are all together, 
contracted for 20. Deposit not required. Payment due June 14th. 
 We will owe them for the 20 kids no matter how many sign up. 

 Chair Needed for Open House/Visiting Day at summer's end: Friday, Aug 26, 2016 - 5:00-6:30 
Visiting Day is a wonderful time for our students to come to the school before the beginning of the 
new year to locate their new classroom and meet up with classmates. Fourth grade volunteers act as 
tour guides. 
 Need someone to help with the 4th graders with the tours 
 Someone will send out info to the 3rd grade to ask about them helping with tours over the 

summer. 
 Hand out flyers before the end of the year 
 Katie Evens volunteered 

 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon: Katie Evans, Wednesday, May 25th 

Fall Fundraisers/Programs 
 SpiritGear Drive, Jane Bell: I think it would be better to capture those that may want to buy for a 

holiday gift or just to wear thru the school year. I don't mind running this one but because that is a 
busier time of year at spirit gear we need to decide now whether we run it in the fall and when. There 
is the option for 0, 10, or 20% profit. I did 10 the past 2 years. And if we want different styles, I can 
provide those before we run it again. 

 KidStuff Coupon Book, Amanda Tanaka 
 Will look at the program and determine whether to run it in the fall. 

 Spirit of Shrewsbury, September 24 & 25, 2016 
 Will do a kids fun walk in September at Jordan Pond.  Will charge $5 per child. 

 Buddy Bench idea raised at previous meeting to be revisited today (buddybench.org) 
 We could designate a bench as a buddy bench and talk about it during all school meeting. 
 It needs to be presented to the teachers and children before it is put in place. 



 

 Do this the beginning of the year next year. Talk about it at staff meeting in September first and 
then have the student council involved.  Katie Evans will then do a presentation because they 
implemented it at the school she teaches at.  
 

Social Skills 
 Lunch programs  
 Structured recess to help with social skills. 

 
Science Day 
 Have someone come into the classroom to provide knowledge of science 
 Katie Evans is willing to run this and wants to know science standards for each grades. 
 It is best to have real life examples of science. 
 The event would be a two-hour block and kids will rotate to different science presentations. 
 Will ask current instructional coach to send Katie the science standards for each grade. 
 She will put in the flash to see how many parents are interested in volunteering their time and who 

are in the science field. 
 


