
 

PTO Meeting 
March 2, 2016 
Calvin Coolidge Elementary School 

Introductions John Samia, Sandra Fryc, Rachel Reeve, Amy Kwok, Blake Jarvi, Leslie 
Burnap, Kelly Finneran, Amy Clouter, Christine Maloney, Katie Evans, Rebeca Buelna, Ms. 
Brozeit, Annmarie Hurley, Jennifer Luke, Amanda Tanaka, Sam Gardner, Vidya Miyala, Briana 
Pascoal, Dina Taylor, Julie Renaghan, Kara Goodier 

School Committee Discussion 
 Opening introduction by Principal Clouter 

 What is the forecast for Coolidge; our population is relatively stable. 
 We will remain with 3 sections of Kindergarten. 
 Important that people pay attention and participate 

 School Committee members: John Samia, Sandy Fryc 
 Started budget process in August 
 Cost to run the town exceeds the revenue that Shrewsbury gets from the state 
 2016 we had 2.2% increase, which was a relatively low amount. 1.9 to 2.9 million to carry it 

forward, and we received the money to carry it forward. 
 Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Priorities 

 Sustain current level of personnel and programming 
 Want to sustain the investment in educational program. 
 Recommend 3.9 million or an 8% increase to carry forward. 
 We currently have a gap of $3.34 million based on what town says they can fund and 

what educational system needs. 
 Perception that money is found, but the state comes out what the revenue and aide will 

be. The numbers become more clear. 
 There are no new programs or personnel in the budget, beyond meeting mandates 
 How are we here a couple of years later after the override. Bottom 20% of the state in 

pupil expenditures. We are still innovative.  
 80% of costs are for personnel and Shrewsbury is competitive.  
 This is a town-wide challenge throughout the Commonwealth, we have just done better 

for longer. 
 Hoping more money for the town because of the mild winter. 
 $5 million override for the town and $3.7 million came to the schools. First priority was 

for smaller class sizes and the money is spent on salary and personnel to reduce class 
sizes.  

 The school department has to pay for kids who leave the district to go to charter schools. 
The school department has tried to fight this. 

 Shrewsbury students are thriving and kids who go to college are well prepared; however 
how long can you sustain that with the dollars that they have 

 Potential increase in bus fees and full day kindergarten 
 Can come to hearings, send emails, town meeting members 

 Meet mandates in cost-effective ways 
 Advance School Committee strategic priorities 
 Questions: 

 Apartments in former Spags area. Will it affect Coolidge. The apartments will have a lot 
of studio and one bedroom apartments. More concerning is apartments on Rt. 20. 

 Bus fees will it cause parents to use the bus less. 



 

 Is zoning going to be looked at? Said that it is being considered but could take years 
 If deficit doesn’t pass, will you ask for another override? They will not ask for another 

one. They will look to see what monies come in. They will not know until about April 
what money is available. 

 There is a show online that was taped in February that goes over the budget. 
 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report 
 Allocation Requests 

 $50 for Easter Bunny Breakfast was approved 
 Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
 Sam motioned to approve and Katie seconded  

 $526 made in school store 
 $800 will be made for Man in Your Life dance 

Principal’s Report 
 Parent Pick up line – 100 to 110 families in parent pick up line.  
 Carpooling would make it easier 
 Paraprofessionals (who help manage the line) cannot work too many hours or they will need to be 

given health insurance. 

Teacher’s Report 
 Artemas Ward coming May 18th 
 Center of town fieldtrip Wednesday June 1st 

President’s Report 
 Raffle Permit expires 2/3, needed in time for Bunny Breakfast on 3/20. Need updated annual report 

reflecting the raffle at Breakfast with a Buddy event 
 2016–2017 PTO Board 

 Wants each person to email Rachel if they are interested in a position 

Enrichment Committee Report 
 Can parents come who have specialties in different areas and teach kids, i.e. science 

 

Committee Reports 
 Yankee Candle: Rachel Reeve, Spring catalog fundraiser with prizes; flyers distributed/start of 

sale: 2/22, sale end: 3/7, products available for pickup: 4/8 (Spring Fling) 



 

 Bunny Breakfast: Jenn Luke, The Easter bunny breakfast fundraiser seems to be going well so far. 
There are only six reservations left so they're almost sold out! I am still looking for a few donations 
for baskets but we have done pretty well so far! 

 Spring Fling: Blake Jarvi & Jan Lineman, Ice cream social, bingo, and raffles. Scheduled for 
4/8/2016. Flyers should be going out in the next week. 

 Man of Your Life Dance: Kara Goodier, We had about 120 ticket sales. Shaw’s, Wegmans and 
stop n shop donated 25$ gift card. Trader Joes donated water. So far about 800$ will be going back 
to PTO, we are selling 1$ snacks at dance. Casson Foster doing professional pictures as well. 

 Teacher Appreciation Lunch to talk about has to be the week of May 23rd. PTO contributes 
$250 toward this 

 Talk about Field Day 

Next Meetings: April 6th (vote for new Board), May 25th 


