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PTO Meeting 
April 16, 2015 
Calvin Coolidge Elementary School 
 Minutes taken by Jenn Luke 

Attending: Jane Bell, Diane Betti, Amy Clouter, Kelly Finneran, Sam Gardner, Blake Jarvi, Amy Kwok, Jenn 
Luke, Christine Maloney, Tom Pelley, Rachel Reeve, Amanda Tanaka 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
 Minutes were approved 

Treasurer’s Report 
 Yankee Candle payment 

 Discount for paying early 
 Allocation Requests: Worcester Bravehearts, see below; Message Board letters 

 Letters are falling apart on the message board. Box sets, 2”, anywhere from $40 to $100 for letters. 
Displays for sale have them for $40 for a box and you clip them off and put them up. Motion for $60 
was approved. 

 Worcester Bravehearts – Friday June 5th with fireworks. Contract for 40 tickets, they need half the 
money up front. Box seats of $5 a ticket. Motion to approve to get the box seat tickets. 

 Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
 $733.58 amount in the account 
 $1,606.48 is the balance after the spring fling 
 Motion to approve the report was given 

Principal’s Report 
 Amy went to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics meeting in Boston and allocated selves to 

several different sessions.  There were opportunities to look at the math curriculum. One teacher from each 
grade attended.  Hope will translate to more hands on experiences for children. 

 STEM opportunities. Have been putting together lego kits and with help from several people there are kits 
available 

Teacher’s Report 
 Lesley Burnap: I wanted to let you know that Grade 3 will be visiting the center of Shrewsbury on 

Wednesday, May 27th. I am contacting Marcia Smith and her husband for the Artemas Ward presentation. 
 4th grade completion date is set for June 16th 
 Letters from students regarding the author that presented.  The students and teachers enjoyed the author 

Loree Griffen Burns and felt they learned the importance of writing.  The author had a great slide show and 
they would like her back in the future. 

McGowan Grant 
 Jordan Pond, fund in full 

 Fully fund Frog kits for kids in 2nd grades 
 Books on Perseverance, fund in full 

 Gives titles to media center 
 Die cuts, ½ fund with input from curriculum 

 Funded replacement template.  
 Manny (health), on hold for more information, Mrs. Clouter will touch base with the PE director 

 Manny is $600 and entire grant pool is only $800. Want to support her, but find out how important 
Manny is.  Paton shares Manny with Coolidge.  PE director looking into it more deeply and talk to 
Wendy Bell at Paton. Will come to a solution. 
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Enrichment 
 Rosalita's Puppets (K/1) and STEM beginnings (K, 1 of 3 sessions) have been great successes.  

 Rosalita's Puppets: “Please relay to your Enrichment Committee how much the children AND the 
teachers enjoyed the puppet show today. The laughter and the excitement on the kids faces was 
wonderful to watch. Fairy Godmother Glitter did a super job and had a nice handle on when the kids 
needed a movement break. They were engaged from the first minute to the last. When she said that the 
time was done, the chorus of “Noooooooooo” was a testament to this. We will write notes of thanks to 
the PTO and to Glitter, but I also wanted to let you know what a spectacular time we had. Good choice!” 

 STEM Beginnings butterflies! http://tinyurl.com/CoolSTEM15 
 Barbara Jorda went into kindergarten classes. Links to pictures.  
 She used K’Nex and pipe cleaners.  Each session is just 12 kids so she will return 

 Loree Griffen Burns possibly to return in future years. 
 Science Museum coming next year 

 

Committee Reports 
 Spirit Gear, Jane Bell: t-shirt sales drive with flyers in time for Field Day 

 Picked colors and styles. Run for two weeks for parents to order and filled before field day. 
 Worcester Bravehearts Baseball, Dawn Coughlin 

 Friday, June 5th is opening night with fireworks. We can do grandstand seats for $4 each or box seats 
(assigned, which is what we did last year) for $5/seat. If we sign a contract for 40 tickets they will be looking for 
50% upfront payment (so either $80 or $100) and we could add more tickets as needed. We did sell 45 tickets last 
year and over 100 to the Sharks game this winter. (Other dates we could look at are 6/06 or 6/17 which is the last 
day of school (other than for kids in kindergarten).) 

 Roller Kingdom, Tom Pelley: payment balance, raffle tickets, attendance estimate? 
 $241 was brought in last year 
 There were about 30 to 40 skaters last year. 
 Rink is supplying the prize but not the raffle tickets. Check the closet to find the raffle tickets; Kelly will 

give Tom 50 tickets and an allocation request for the future to purchase additional tickets. 
 Christine will put together a cash box in the amount of $50 for Tom to provide people with change at the 

door. 
 Teacher Appreciation Luncheon, Sarah Lawlor: event to be held in May, check PTO closet for water and 

soda 
 Checking closet for water and soda before asking on sign up genius. She can take whatever she needs 
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 It will be on Wednesday May 20th. 
 Plush Lubies Cardinal: only one left, do we want to get more?  

 They are good for prizes and incentives and were very popular. 
 Will be brought back to the next meeting; can be purchased for $10 

 Chairs Present: any comments, questions or requests? (Spring Fling, Field Day, etc?) 
 Money allocated for field day 
 Tracks for technology all set and meeting before the event 

 4D Salon Wants to offer a fundraising day or week for kids to come in for haircuts and will donate the 
proceeds. Will speak to chair who coordinates the dine out nights. 

Pick up line question 
 Wonder how emergency vehicles would get to the school during long lines and parking on the side of road 

(like by the fire hydrant) 
 Jessica Favaro is a dispatcher at Police Department. Something that happened in a school and talking 

about the pick up line and what would happen during emergency.  The parents in the line move their 
cars when emergency vehicles are there. 

 Find a way to help people carpool more often. 

Idea for incentive  
 Coolidge Bucks or incentive for participating 

3D Printer proposal 
 One Printrbot Simple Metal at a special price of $399. http://printrbot.com/education/printrbot-educational-

ambassador-bot-program/ 
 Parent offer to purchase only if there would be interest and support (school would have to maintain filament 

purchases of $19/spool) 
 Has to be run by technology department to see if something that can be explored 
 Can software be downloaded to our own computers or have to be used on computer in school 

District PTO Presidents meeting summary 
 Sharing information regarding E-cigarettes. There is currently no age restriction on purchases. A high 

school survey indicates that 12% have tried it.  
https://student.societyforscience.org/article/fda-announces-plans-regulate-e-cigarettes-and-more 
 Do we want to put a restriction on it as a town 
 Board of Health looking into how to discuss it further and figure out what best for the town 
 It is being covered in the curriculums of all schools in the district. 

 Colonial Fund allocation: Launch a Fourth Grade Digital Classroom Pilot in all of our elementary schools 
this January.  This pilot provides one iPad at school for every two students and is designed to discover how 
we might best improve student access to technology at the elementary level. 
 Dispartity in PTO fundraising. Newsletter of how launched the ipad pilot and came out of Colonial fund 

 Public Library Capital Campaign: A coordinated Fall drive across all of the schools is being developed, 
around a coin drive by the students, with possible PTO match to be considered. We’ll need a chair at 
Coolidge to help coordinate and communicate. Campaing will start at the Spirit of Shrewsbury and run 4–6 
weeks.  
 Looking for a chair to be point person for Coolidge next school year 

 Budget Update: holding pattern until more info is available from the State. 
 PARCC: some glitches but went well overall 

 Glitches due to technology. No glitches in paper tests 
 PARCC designed to take 1 session, take a 15 minute break, and take another session. Made the decision 

as a school to just do one session a day. 
 If child missed a test there was not a lot of time for them to make it up.  
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 It was a timed test so there was no anxiety about when the test would end. Kids said they preferred the 
PARCC test because it was only 90 minutes and then moved on to the rest of their day. 

 PARCC test much different than MCAS and the degree of rigor has increased. Kids have to look at 
someone elses thinking and determine whether it is right and then explain, and if not then where the 
person went off track. 

2015–2016 Board positions Q&A and vote 
 President position OPEN since Rachel Reeve has served for two years (per By Laws) 

 Technically an open position due to by laws; Rachel will continue in position and it was approved. 
 Vice-President position OPEN since the Bell family is graduating from Coolidge 

 Helping the president and covering if President cannot be at meeting; will offer again in next meeting 
 Co-Secretary (Minutes) position OPEN since the Papazian family is graduating from Coolidge 

 Jenn Luke has agreed to take on position and approved 
 Christine Maloney available to continue as Treasurer 

 Approved in favor of Christine as treasurer 
 Kristie Biando available to continue as Co-Secretary (Newsflash) 

 Approved her to continue in that position 

Next Meetings: 5/21 


